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Michaelmas 2025 in Review

Boat Club Dinner Michaelmas 2025

As always, Michaelmas term kicked off with the traditional recruitment events: the Boat Club
BBQ and Try Rowing Day. Thanks to the wonderful LBCs, these events were both highly
successful with around 70 sign ups for Try Rowing Day. Alongside this, our senior squads were
jumping straight into the termly training program, following selection.

This term has seen a large number of successes, both on and off the water. Despite the weather
gradually deteriorating over the term, strong and consistent training programs have been
maintained across the men’s and women'’s side. This has certainly been helped by a probably
record low of yellow flags! W1 had great success at Winter Head, winning their category, and
being the second fastest W1 of the day. W2 also put on a great performance, coming second in
their category. It is also very exciting that we have had a W3 out training and racing regularly this
term (many thanks to Maiya for all her organisation)! The men’s side have also been training hard
and gaining lots of valuable race experience, through events such as Winter Head and Fairbairns.




It has been great to see so many people progressing into the first boats from second and third
boats last Mays, and | am super proud of all the hard work that everyone has been putting in.

The novices have been racing regularly in events such as Qergs, Emma Sprints, Clare Novice
Regatta and Winter Head. It has been inspiring to see how dedicated the novices have been to
the program, especially to the regular erg sessions organised by the LBCs! | am especially proud
of everyone that has given coxing a go this term, it is certainly a challenge but you have all
progressed so well!

The highlight of the term, as always, was Fairbairn’s. We had a really strong set of results across
the whole club. W1 came 7th, W2 came 2nd in the W2 4+ category, M1 came 16th out of the
Cambridge colleges, and NW1 and NM1 came 9th and 22nd respectively. W3 entered Xmas Head
instead, where they won their category!l!

More importantly, as | am writing this now in January, it has been amazing to see that so many of
our novices from last term are keen to stay with the Boat Club as seniors, which is a testament to
the hard work of our LBCs and novice coaches!

We are also very proud of the six triallists that started with CUBC in Michaelmas, with three of
them (Mia, Jeremy, and Tom) selected to attend the January training camps.

Off of the water this term, CCBC has seen a revamp of the website and restart of the alumni
newsletter (thanks Lucy!), undergone the annual safety audit, ensuring we maintain our safety
standards (thanks Gretchen!) and the organisation of next year’s training camp (which will be to
Ely this year!). The committee have been incredibly proactive and supportive this term, and this
club just would not get anything off the ground without them!

It has been really wonderful to hear from so many of the alumni over this term, and to have your
ongoing support. All of your messages of good luck, congratulations, support from the bank and
stories mean so much to me and the rest of the club. Please do look out for information about
Lent Bumps, and Boat Club Dinner later in the term, and hopefully see some of you there!

Annabelle Moger-Taylor
CCBC Overall Captain 2025-26



1 Race Results

M1 in Fairbairns
QERGS -NM

An NM1 crew participated in QErgs this year, continuing the Churchill representation at this
event. This was a great first experience in college rowing, and a rite of passage for our novice
men.

WINTERHEAD - W1, W2, M1, NW

W1 got straight to work this term, finishing this 2.5km race sat on
the 6 seat of Downing W1 in a time of 10:02.00. Just getting in
some early practice for Lents...

W2 set atime of 11:24.56, coming second in their category ahead
of Peterhouse W1, having spent the race hot on the tail of LMBC
W1.

M1 came out of the race with two things: more early bumps
training, and an action plan.

NW both cleared third place by about a minute in a time of
12:25.27, and discovered that a “bank party” had nothing to do
with an actual party.




EMMA SPRINTS - NW, NM

For those who don’t know, Emma Sprints is traditionally a costume race, however NM decided
that it was a better excuse to implement an unusual set of teaching aids to learn where to draw
to... (see pictured). NM raced against both Corpus Christi and Clare in Emma sprints, with mixed
results, but fun had by all and nothing broken in the process.

After an outing in a rather nasty storm the day before, nothing could phase NW. Dressed as eight
crabs and a fisherman, they won against Darwin in the first race, and St Catherine’s in the second.
Unfortunately, they lost out to Downing in the third race, and tied with Fitz in the fourth.

NM at Emma Sprints NW at Emma Sprints

CLARE NOVICE REGATTA - NW, NM

Despite being the day after BCD, NW started the regatta by beating Queens’ NW1. They followed
this with a horribly long wait in what could be described as filthy weather conditions, before
taking on Jesus NW1. Despite remaining within shouting distance, unfortunately NW1 did not
manage to best them this time.

NM had much the same luck against their first competition: Jesus NM1. Safe to say our novices
have a score they are eager to settle come Lents.




FAIRBAIRNS - M1, W1, W2, NW, NM

NM discovered two things: Their rhythm, and that 2.7km is not a short distance. As they returned
to the boat house looking rather windswept, NW pushed off to repeat their strong performance,
placing 9.

After spending this term rebuilding the squad, M1 put forward a solid performance in Fairbairns.
W1 joined them, placing as the 7t fastest W1 (better than last year) and maintaining sub-2 splits
for the vast majority of the race, finishing on 1:52:00 down first post reach.

W2 raced Fairbairns in the IV+, and despite the relatively fewer boats in their category, Seb’s
coxing was still put to the test avoiding the other bank-bound crews along the course. Yet
another successful race to round off Fairbairns

XMAS HEAD - NW, W3

W3 finally got their chance to shine after a challenging term. After an inhumanely early time at
the boat house for a Saturday morning, W3 made several overtakes, and finished first in their
category.

NW finished off their novice term in festive style, once again showing how they keep calm under
challenging weather conditions.

Members of W3 with pots from Xmas Head W3 racing Xmas head as reindeer and Santa



Triallists

MIA LOXLEY - OPENWEIGHT WOMEN

After along, long term of rowing, the end was nigh. Having started trialling back at the end of
August, the last three and a half months had been a steep learning curve, with many hours spent
rowing, all building towards this goal.

Trial 8s sits halfway through the season and acts as a very fun Cambridge v Cambridge “boat
race,” where we get to go down the entire course in as close to race conditions as possible,
complete with official umpires. It works by creating two crews as evenly matched as possible,
with plenty of chopping and changing of rowers to ensure the tightest race. It also comes with
the fun tradition of giving each crew amusing names. This year, the women settled on Ginger v
Baby for the openweight race and Sporty v Scary for the lightweight-openweight mixed race.
Apparently, we're big fans of late-90s pop.

Trial 8s begins the week before race day. With term over and no more annoying degree
commitments, the coaches ship us down to London so we can start living and breathing the
Tideway. We are incredibly fortunate for the amazing CUBC alumni and friends who host a bunch
of tired and slightly grubby rowers during this week (and all our Tideway visits), as well as for
Thames Rowing Club, who host us from a rowing perspective.

We spent the prep week doing multiple sessions on the Tideway, trying to lock in a solid rhythm,
all while the coaches are still swapping people between crews. It’s a really fun week full of rowing
and marks a slight release of academic pressure now that term has ended. It also introduces
“starts” practice, which is always exciting - going fast very quickly, and with the help of the strong
Thames stream, hitting some of the fastest speeds you've ever seen. Before you know it, the
week is over and you're visualising the 6.8 km (approx 20 minutes) of pain you're about to
endure. After some last-minute injury shuffles, | found myself a proud member of the incredible
Ginger Spice boat.

Race day starts early with a quick 10 km primer, shaking off nerves and making everything feel
very real. Then there’s about an hour where the coin toss happens (we won and took the Surrey
station), before you're suddenly in race kit and ready to walk out from the bays with your crew,
and the opposing Cambridge crew, right beside you (eeeek). A 40 minute warm up follows, just
enough time to shake out the nerves one last time before go time.

We passed all the spare kit out of the boat in bin bags, and all of a sudden Matt (our cox) is getting
us to row through Putney Bridge just before the start. Before you fully realise what’s happening,
the umpire calls, “Ginger, Baby attention GO,” and we're off. We launch into a ferocious start,
steaming down the Putney straight towards Craven Cottage and the Fulham bend. That bend
slightly favours the Middlesex crew, which was not us, but that was okay, because shortly
afterwards, on the Surrey side, we would have the HUUUGE Hammersmith corner to



compensate. At least, that was the plan... We had a strong
start and a good first four minutes, but so did Baby Spice.
As we came around Fulham bend, they started moving
through us fast. Unfortunately, they did not stop. By the
time we approached Hammersmith, they were about two-
thirds of a boat length up, which was quickly stretching to a
full length.

Matt did an incredible job steering a fast line and forcing
them to take the long way around the outside of the bend,
but Baby Spice was simply cooking too hard for us to
respond. The remaining 15 minutes of the race are a bit of a
blur. Suddenly, we couldn’t see the crew next to us
anymore, and it became a very lonely, very painful flat out
race, where | was just trying to survive and put down as
much power as physically possible. | don’t think there were
many thoughts going through my head at that point, if any
at all. We weren't able to gain back the lead, and Baby Spice \ ~
took the win by many lengths (sad face). But while it was '
incredibly painful, | can confidently say | did have fun... |
think. After coming under Chiswick Bridge, we pulled both
boats together, congratulated each other on a hard-fought
race, laughed, and celebrated the end of a really solid half
of the season. Racing your friends is hard, but celebrating
with them is always easy, and in that moment we were
celebrating more than just the Trial 8s race.

Openweight women post-race

Scary v Sporty Spice had a much more competitive race, with the lead changing multiple times
before Scary Spice ultimately won by just one-third of a length. We then completed a soggy row
home as the heavens opened and the rain started to fall, perfect timing for the men’s races,
which began about an hour after ours.

Once we landed, there was a very hectic derig and trailer pack-up, as the boats were keen to
leave for the long drive to Sabaudia (training camp!!l), and we were even more keen to get back to
Cambridge for our Trial 8s dinner. A long term of rowing had ended. We now had a short 9 day
Christmas break (with some training, of course) before returning with a bang for our winter
training camp in Sabaudia, Italy.



B Opportunities to get involved

M1linalV+ with a sunset on the Long Reach

This year CCBC is fundraising to add a new coxed four
(IV+) for the men’s side to the fleet for racing and training.
The women'’s side has two near new |V+s so our goal is
now to strengthen the men’s side. The cost of a new
made-to-order Janousek or Stampfli IV+is £20-£25,000.

Gifts to CCBC are tax-efficient for UK and US taxpayers
(the latter via Cambridge in America). If you would like to
contribute, please use the giving link here: Donate online -
Churchill College (please select ‘other’ and add CCBC in
the reference for the fund) or please contact
dev.director@chu.cam.ac.uk for more information on
making a major gift or donating from overseas.

M1 in aborrowed IV+ by Green
Dragon


https://www.cantab.org/
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/giving-to-the-college/donate-online/
https://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/giving-to-the-college/donate-online/
mailto:dev.director@chu.cam.ac.uk

A new IV+ would mean:

¢ Financial sustainability: currently the men’s squad have to rent or borrow a IV+ from other
clubs in order to train, which is expensive and difficult to organise.

e Better training across the men’s squad to develop senior rowers and retain novices.
Having training sessions in a IV+ helps to develop boat feel and skill, and means that
coaches have more options to work with the squad.

e More opportunities to race during Fairbairns and off-Cam. It can be difficult to get a
consistent VIlI+ together, especially in Michaelmas Term, and the ability to enter
Fairbairn’s or other off-Cam races would be invaluable to improving the men’s squad.

e Support CCBC’s goal of getting into the first division of May Bumps and going to Head of
the River Race. In recent years the men’s side have had very strong bumps campaigns, and
we are determined to get back into the top division of May Bumps. The club has three
triallists this year who will be back in Easter Term, and having a IV+ would allow for high-
level senior rowers to train together and continue the club’s high standard of rowing.
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M1 in aborrowed IV- on training camp in Nottingham

Also some 2026 dates for your diaries:

Lent Bumps: 3-7 March

Lent BCD: Sunday 8 March

Oxford v Cambridge Boat Race (an update on triallists will follow!): 4 April

May Bumps:17-20 June

Mays BCD: 20 June 2026
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Prizes & Other News

BOAT NAMING

As we mentioned in out previous edition, we have recently added a new boat to our fleet on the
women’s side - “Kieran Heal”. This shell is named after last year’s Overall Captain in recognition
of the 9 years of dedication Kieran gave to the club as an undergrad and PhD student, and the
hard work that he continues to invest in CCBC while working on his PostDoc. NW have been
making good use of the boat this term, well and truly christening the boat and achieving many
successful results!

CCBC members with the “Kieran Heal” at the naming ceremony

THE COXING PRIZE

The coxing prize this term was awarded to Anish for his
incredible commitment and progression through term.
Despite starting relatively late, he participated in quite a few
races this term, accumulating many successes for CCBC
throughout.

Anish at BCD with the rudder
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Thanks

We would like to take this opportunity to once again thank our incredibly diligent boatmen - Piotr
and Carl - for keeping the club functional and getting us out of any tight scrapes. Furthermore,
for preventing said scrapes in the first place, we would like to recognise our many coaches who
give up their time freely to coach us at ungodly hours in the morning throughout term, going
above and beyond to help CCBC achieve the highest performance possible. Additionally, we are
also very grateful to Dr Katherine Stott, our new Senior Treasurer, David (CCBC president) and
the rest of the steering committee who do so much behind the scenes to keep everything
running smoothly. We also extend our thanks to our sponsors: Mathworks, who continue to
subsidise a 1/3 discount on racing kit. This is something that becomes hugely important and we
are incredibly grateful for as our now ex-novices can continue rowing without an added financial
pressure.
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NWa1 racing Fairbairns

Website: www.churchillboatclub.org.uk

Facebook: @churchillcollegeboatclub, www.facebook.com/churchillcollegeboatclub
e Instagram: @churchill.boatclub

e General Boat Club information:
Annabelle Moger-Taylor - Overall Captain (2025-26): churchill.captain@cucbc.org
Dr David Sampson - CCBC President

e About the Newsletter:
Lucy Underwood - Website and Communications Officer (2025-26): lu223@cam.ac.uk

e Linkto jointhe CCBC Alumni mailing list: https://lists.cam.ac.uk/sympa/subscribe/chu-
boatclub-alumni?previous_action=info

Photo credits:

e Seb Peel
e Josh Tindall
e Lucy Underwood
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